Technology assessment and equipment planning in Kaiser Permanente, Northern California Region.
Hospitals face a significant challenge to select and appropriately place clinically warranted, safe, and cost-effective medical devices. To meet this challenge, the Kaiser Permanente, Northern California Region developed a comprehensive medical device technology assessment and equipment planning program. This paper discusses the structure of the program, physician leadership and accountability, the role of clinical engineers and other support personnel, and the program's influence on strategic planning and policy development.